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UTEP STUDENTS, COMMUNITY GROUPS TO HOST
"ADIOS ASARCO, HELLO FUTURE" TOMORROW
“Now, we can move to a new era of better jobs, clean skies and healthier neighborhoods.
Winning this battle with ASARCO is as important to our future as creating the medical school.
Since the 1880’s, ASARCO has defined our past —now our talent and aspirations will define
our future."

****************
EL PASO - Tomorrow, Saturday, February 21, 2009, beginning at 11 a.m., the office of
Senator Eliot Shapleigh and a coalition of El Paso organizations will host "A Day in the Sun:
Adios ASARCO, Hello Future," on the University of Texas at El Paso campus.
Students for Reform, Get the Lead Out Coalition (GTLO), the Regional Economic
Development Association and neighborhood associations, along with the Office of Senator
Eliot Shapleigh and others, will host the event.
“Now, we can move to a new era of better jobs, clean skies and healthier neighborhoods.
Winning this battle with ASARCO is as important to our future as creating the medical school.
Since the 1880’s, ASARCO has defined our past—now our talent and aspirations will define
our future," Senator Shapleigh said.
The event will celebrate El Paso's grass roots efforts in opposing the smelter's reopening with
live music, food and information on local civic groups. Music will be provided by Radio La
Chusma.
During the event, Senator Shapleigh will honor former El Paso Mayor Bert Williams. During
his tenure as mayor from 1971 to 1973, Williams was one of the city's first elected leaders to
challenge ASARCO, after discovering high levels of lead in children near the facility.
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"I'm thrilled that the closing of Asarco has finally came to pass. My thanks goes to the various
organizations that have worked so hard over these years for something that it not only needed
for the students at UTEP, but for all of El Paso, and the communities of Juarez and southern
New Mexico," Mayor Williams said. "My thanks go also to Senator Shapleigh for his tireless
leadership on this issue. Unfortunately, the fight is not over. A full clean up of the site is
absolutely essential to the health of this community. "
"A Day in the Sun: Adios ASARCO, Hello Future" will also feature eight presentations
detailing creative prospective uses for the ASARCO site that will benefit job creation and
quality of life in our integrated economic region. These presentations were culled from
community submissions to the event's Web site, www.regionalidentity.com/adios-asarco.
“'Adios Asarco, Hello Future' proves that El Paso and its student body are actively
engaged in the fight for a healthier and more prosperous El Paso and region," said
Richard Sapien, a UTEP student and organizer for the event.
During "A Day in the Sun: Adios ASARCO, Hello Future," organizers will collect video
testimonials from El Pasoans on their thoughts about ASARCO's closing, and their ideas for
what they would like to see on the smelter's site. Videos will be featured on the event's Web
site.
For more information on "A Day in the Sun: Adios ASARCO, Hello Future," please visit
www.regionalidentity.com/adios-asarco.
Media Note: A full event agenda is attached to this release.
What:

"A Day in the Sun: Adios ASARCO, Hello Future."

When:

On Saturday, February 21, 2009, 11:00 a.m. 1:30 p.m.

Where:

11:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.: Presentations in the Union Cinema, UTEP
12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.: Celebration in the Union Plaza, UTEP
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A New Day in the Sun: Adios ASARCO, Hello Future!
AGENDA
11:00am

Introduction - Students for Reform and
Regional Economic Development Association

11:05am

Resolution for Mayor Bert Williams - Senator Eliot Shapleigh

11:10am

GTLO - Next Goal: Get the Lead Out!

11:25am

Intro Program Video - "ADIOS ASARCO"

11:30am

Student Presentations Begin

11:50am

Robert Ardovino- "Future Quality of Life and Entrepreneurial Efforts"

11:55am

Mayor John Cook - " What this means for the future of El Paso"

12:00pm

State Senator Eliot Shapleigh - "A New Day in the Sun"

12:15pm

Radio La Chusma! Music, Food, and Info Tables (Union Breezeway)

2:00pm

Event ends
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Event poster

-End800 W YOMING AVE ., SUITE A • EL PASO, TEXAS 79902
(800) 544-1990 • (915) 544-1990

